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A Message from Our Founder:
I am so excited to be rolling out our

very first edition of the "She Shall Be

Called" bi-monthly newsletter. It is my

sincere hope that this newsletter will

aid in your spiritual growth. Ultimately,

this organization is committed to

helping women grow in Bible Literacy

and we want to offer various resources

to support this goal! If you have 

Portia

questions or if you'd like to offer

recommendations on how we can

enhance this newsletter, we'd love to 

hear from you! Don't hesitate to

connect with us! Please email your

ideas and/or recommendations to

info@sheshallbecalled.com. It is truly

our pleasure to serve you! And don't

forget to check out our website at:

www.sheshallbecalled.com 

                            Grace and Peace, 

Announcements & Upcoming Events:
SSBC will be continuing our study of the gospel

according to John in June! Be sure to review old

lessons and videos via the group.

Join me at the WMW 2018 conference! For more info

visit https://www.womenmadewholeconference.com

"Soul Circles" with Jennifer Lucy Tyler is coming to

an area near you! The Mississippi event will be held

November 2018! Details are forthcoming.



The case for Bible literacy is more relevant

today than ever before. According to a 2018

Barna Group Study, 51% of churchgoers do not

know of the Great Commission. An additional

25% recall hearing the text, but are unsure of

what it means.(1) These statistics alone prove

that increasing Bible literacy should be a

paramount concern for all Christians. And

herein lies our organization's call to action:

SSBC aims to aid in eradicating this problem,

particularly among women. The Word of God is

so very important, and we sincerely desire that

our sisters in the Lord truly know and love His

Word. It is our goal to help women go beyond

"surface-level" knowledge of the Bible. We

desire that women know Scripture truthfully,

existentially, contextually, and wholly. 

BY  PORT IA  COLL INS  

THE CASE FOR BIBLE LITERACY 

We desire that women know 
Scripture truthfully, existentially, 

contextually, and wholly. 
2) Read Scripture daily and repetitively.  

Aim to comprehend the text before you

move forward. Focus on understanding

the message contextually and in its

entirety. Avoid jumping from passage to

passage unless you are reviewing cross

references. Studies have shown that there

is a correlation between repetitive reading

and increased literacy, in general.

Additionally, as you read/study it is helpful

to take notes, mark up the text, and write

out any questions that may arise.  

To that end, we promote good bible study

habits. The following are a few good tips that I

recommend in starting a good Bible study

routine: 

1)  Invest in a good Study Bible! 

A good, easy to read study Bible with

detailed notes and cross-references is very

beneficial.  This type of Bible can be useful

in helping you to get more acclimated with

the text and provides clarity for areas that

are a bit confusing. Cross-references can

also be examined to provide more context

for the selected passage.  Eventually your

goal should be to wean yourself from

Bibles with commentary because ideally,

we should develop the ability to read and

study the text without human influence.

However, I do recommend using a study

Bible until you grow more comfortable

with individual study because doing so

somewhat safeguards us from grossly

misinterpreting and misapplying the text.

The ESV Study Bible as a great starter Bible

and a favorite among many women!

3)  Study with other people. 

In most cases, when we deviate from solid

Bible study practices it is because we are

in a setting with no accountability. It is

important to study Scripture with others

because we are more motivated to

execute "due diligence". Additionally, we

can actually engage in God-centered,

meaningful, and edifying fellowship with

other believers. Plus, the added bonus is

that engaging in this way can be so

enjoyable!! Fellowship is good! 

The truth of the matter is that many Christian

women are biblically illiterate and they are

simply unaware. You could be the person who

has read Scripture a million times over; however,

if you have no real understanding of that

particular book's message or the message of the

Bible on the whole, then it is necessary to restart

your journey toward solid Bible Study. Albeit,

studying the Bible can be a bit intimidating, but

fret not! There are tons of tools available to help

you, and tons of people willing to help. Most

importantly, as a true believer in Christ, you have

the gift of the Holy Spirit and He will guide you

into understanding God's Word rightly.  1. https://www.barna.com/research/half-churchgoers-not- 
heard-great-commission/



My pastor's sermon from a couple of weeks ago has me examining the

23rd Psalm again. Psalm 23 is one of the first passages that many people

learn as a memory verse as children, myself included. It is a passage that is

referenced on many different occasions and in many different situations. I

think that, because of this, it can be easy to lose sight of how wonderful it

really is. In this Psalm, we are told all of the ways our Heavenly Father

provides for us. It lets us know that God provides everything we could

possibly need, from rest to restoration and from comfort to protection. He

promises to supply us with the things we know we require for life but he

doesn’t stop there. He goes even further and gives us blessings beyond

this, a cup that “overflows” with goodness from our Father. 

But one of the best promises in the passage actually comes at the very

beginning with the first verse. “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.”

Being our Shepherd means God will always care for us, love us, provide for

us, and forgive us. He has willingly assumed the role as our caretaker.

That’s an awesome thing! For me, the problem comes in because if God is

my Shepherd, then that means that I must be a sheep. And like all sheep,

I’m simple and silly. I’m prone to become impatient when waiting for my

Heavenly Father to fulfill his promises of providing all of these things for

me. I can lose sight of how great His promises are and settle for my “best”

because I’m not good at the waiting. And my “best” is nowhere near as

good as God’s best. I’m not a very patient sheep, but thankfully my

Shepherd IS patient. He knows about my unruly sheep ways and he is not

surprised by them. He loves me anyway and continually pursues me when

I stray and when I make a mess of things. Now, more than ever, I’m

thankful for a loving Shepherd who continually seeks me and forgives me

when I make my sheepish mistakes. 

BY  BRANDI  P I LLOW  

WESTMINSTER  PRESBYTER IAN

GREENWOOD ,  MS

UNRULY SHEEP, PATIENT SHEPHERD 

And my “best” is nowhere near as good as God’s best. I’m not a very patient 

sheep, but thankfully my Shepherd IS patient. 

This article was originally posted on the Westminster PCA blog:  
http://www.wpcgreenwood.org/blog/post/unruly-sheep-seeks-patient-shepherd 
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4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love

with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in

our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by

grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him

and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ

Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the

immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us

in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved

through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the

gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may

boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand,

that we should walk in them.  11 Therefore remember

that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the

uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision,

which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that

you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated

from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the

covenants of promise, having no hope and without God

in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once

were far off have been brought near by the blood of

Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us

both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing

wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of

commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might

create in himself one new man in place of the two, so

making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in

one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.

17 And he came and preached peace to you who were

far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through

him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.

19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but

you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of

the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the

apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the

cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being

joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.

22 In him you also are being built together into a

dwelling place for God by the Spirit.  

bi-monthly Passage of study

Things to Do 
as you Study

Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to

guide you through your

study time.

Research the background

information: Author,

Audience, Date Written,

Genre, Purpose.

Take time to read the

entire book of study.

Read the selected text

repetitively. Jot down

questions or confusing

parts of the text.

Ask yourself, "what is the

intended meaning of the

text?" Thoroughly examine

what the author is seeking

to teach in the passage.

Discuss the text with

women in your

community at church or in

your local small group.

Examine how the text is

applicable to your daily

living? Note the things

noted about the character

of God, the character of

man, and the relationship

between the two.

(Ephesians 2:4-22 ESV)



Question: I meditate on Scripture regularly, & sometimes I'll

repeat the same Scripture throughout the day to help calm

my fears and anxieties. Recently, someone told me that

repeating God's Word in this repetitive manner is much like

a casting "spell"... Can you help me understand this? 

Answer:  All too often people treat the Bible as if it is some

type of mysterious spell book that can be used to

manipulate our circumstances or even God. While there is

certainly an element of mystery to God's Word, we should

not seek to mystify His Word. God's Word is just that; it's HIS

Word, not our tool for manipulation. Christian meditation

has nothing to do with magic, spell casting, or any mystical

things. Christian meditation is the practice of regularly

reflecting on Scripture. In Psalm 1:2 we are encouraged to

meditate on God's Word "day and night". Additionally, 2

Timothy 3:16-17 says, "All Scripture is breathed out by God

and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and

for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be

complete, equipped for every good work." Thus, we can

conclude that studying and meditating on God's Word is

good for our spiritual development which ultimately leads

us to worship and glorify God in a more authentic and God-

honoring way.  God's Word was certainly never intended to

be used as a "magic book" for our selfish pursuits.  

Questions that need Answers

2 Minutes with... Carmen Miller

Helpful Links 

www.gotquestions.org

www.wholemagazine.org

www.biblestudytools.com

www.blueletterbible.org

www.biblegateway.com

Good Reads

"Plain Theology for Plain People"

(by Charles Octavius Boothe)

"Union with Christ"                   

 (by Rankin Wilborne) 

"Lies Women Believe"                 

(by Nancy DeMoss Wolgemouth)

"Devoted to God" 

(by Sinclair Ferguson)

"Family Worship"                       

 (by Donald S. Whitney)

Carmen is a city girl at heart who spent most of her life chasing

empty substitutes for Jesus. She tried to find her worth in things

and people, only leaving her emptier. Spending much of her life

entangled in sin, Carmen experienced much brokenness from

teen pregnancy, domestic violence, and infidelity. Today, she is

committed to leading other broken women to wholeness

through the Gospel and equipping them with the tools to walk

with God for a lifetime. 

Carmen founded Whole Magazine (www.wholemagazine.org) in 2012 and since its inception

the online publication has garnered support from more than 13,000 people. She is also the

Chief Operating Officer/Social Media Manager for SSBC as well as the owner of Sola Gratia

Co.  Carmen currently lives in Dallas, Texas with her handsome husband and six year old

twins who keep her on her toes daily.  


